
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO; 84..;72

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

FREIXENET SONOMA CHAMPAGNE CAVES
SONOMA, SONOMA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Freixenet Sonoma Champagne Caves (hereinafter discharger)
submitted a Report of Waste Discharge dated April 26, 1984
and subsequent information transmitted by letters of May 18
and July 18 for discharge of sanitary domestic waste and
process wastewater at their proposed champagne production
facility to be located at 23555 Highway 121, Sonoma, Sonoma
County.

2. The discharger proposes to discharge 2100 gallons per day
(gpd) of sanitary waste from 27 employees and 249
visitors/day. The waste is to be discharged into a septic
tank followed by a sand-gravel mound soil-absorption
system. The design of this follows the State Water
Resources Control Board's "Minimum Guidelines for the
Control of Individual Wastewater Treatment and Disposal
Systems".

3. The discharger proposes to discharge 2800 gpd (annualized
average) of pro~ess washwater waste into evaporation
ponds from production of 40,000 cases of champagne per
year.

4. About 1 1/2 acre of meadow above the disposal/evaporation
ponds will be used in dry weather months, to dispose of
pond water by spray disposal if needed. This would provide
greater disposal capacity to the system, via evaporation/
transpiration. Excess spray disposal water would flow back
into the pond. Normally the loading rate would not cause
an excess.

5. The waste treatment facilities are located in an area where
a perched water table exists two to three feet below the
ground surface during wet seasons. The principal source
of water supply for nearby homes is from deep wells. The
method of waste disposal does not threaten any useable
groundwater supply in the vicinity.

near draingeways which
of the State.

:2/19, '1655

6. The mound and the ponds are located
discharge into Sonoma Creek, waters
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